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The Seventeenth Annual 


UNIVERSITY OF DENVER 
Summer School Vustitute 


FOUR AREAS 


Debate—Next year’s national high school debate question will 
be used for research, analysis and practice in the Debate section. 
Each student will participate in discussion groups, round-robin 
debates and speeches. 


Drama—The Theatre group will be given basic training in acting 
and theatre es which includes participation in the weekly 
production of original and standard plays. 


Music—Students in the Music section will receive instrumental 
and vocal instruction and classes in theory of music. Activities 
= to summer high school students include band, choir, or- 
chest 


ra and opera. 0 i" 


Radio—tThe program for radio students will emphasize both 
theory of communication and broadcasting techniques. Mornings 
will be spent in classrooms and afternoons in fully-equipped 
studios where actual broadcasting will be done. 


RECREATIONAL PROGRAM 

Many recreational events will be held on week ends for - 
School Institute students. Biggest event will be a trip to the : 
historic ra House in Central City to see an opera presented F 
by stars of the Metropolitan. Students will also enjoy mountain F 

picnics, horseback rides, and trips to Denver parks and cultural 
centers. ir 
TWO TERMS le 
ti 
June 25-July 25 July 28-August 22 pe 
For further information write to 
Director, Summer Quarter gi 
University of Denver in 
Denver 10, Colorado 
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A High School Speech Program 
FRANCIS SHORT* 


o program is stronger than the community that supports it. Because 
Russell High School is located in a community that realizes the neces- 
sity of speech in every day life, a varied speech program has been 

developed. 


A freshman entering our high school comes in contact with the speech 
program immediately. A semester in basic speech is offered; the student 
may also get his first taste of debate. As he progresses through high school 
he may also choose other speech courses such as senior debate, dramatics, 
senior speech, and radio speech. Plans are now underway to require a class 
in speech for graduation. 


Ng Radio speech is a class begun last year. Recognizing the importance 
of radio in our every day living, we designed this course to introduce stu- 
dents to radio speaking and production. A Magnecord tape recorder is used 
for reproduction purposes. An acousticized radio studio has been designed 
to imitate broadcast conditions. Each day a member of the class commentates 
five minutes of the latest news over the inter-communication system to the 
entire student body. This is possible through the cooperation of the Russell 
Daily News and the United Press. 


Plans are now under consideration for the installation of an F. M. radio 
station with which we hope to integrate all other departments into the speech 
program. Since our community has no local radio station, it is hoped this 
project will also prove to be a real public service. 


In the way of extra-curricular speech activities, students may take part 
in three full length and three one-act plays produced each year. 


The speech program is strengthened by the support of Jerry Driscoll, a 
local lawyer, who gives fifty dollars each year to our oratory and declama- 
tion programs. This is typical of the community support given to the speech 
program. : 


Russell is one of several communities in the state of Kansas that has 
given real support to a program that is one of the most helpful experiences 
in the life of our students. Many students have been reached by this program 


and given a start toward a healthy, fruitful life. It is my sincere prayer that 
‘<™ More communities will see the need for such a program and that Kansas 


will become even greater because of the leaders we develop. 
* Instructor, Russell High School, Russell, Kansos 
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Memorized Readings 
MARGARET L. ANDERSON* 


the Humorous Reading and the Dramatic Reading. At the Festivals held 

in Lawrence I have been asked each year to judge one or both of these 
events. And each year as I listen to the boys and girls who participate I 
find myself wondering how many of the speech teachers in Kansas high 
schools really like the memorized reading. 

Every teacher who has entered students in these reading events knows 
how difficult it is to find suitable material. I rarely feel as completely 
helpless as I do when high school teachers ask me where they can find good 
“readings.” I have to say frankly that I don’t know. I could direct teachers 
to good novels, good short stories, or good poetry, but “readings” are some- 
thing else. 

Publishing houses which supply “readings” are not hampered by literary 
standards. A narrative which is about the right length, has a beginning and 
a conclusion and a generous amount of “attention appeal” seems to meet 
their requirements. I should say that at least seventy-five per cent of the 
readings used in our Festivals are badly written. This is no reflection on 
the teacher’s judgment or taste. The teacher has little choice. 

Most of the humorous readings we hear are rendered “humorous” by 
ungrammatical phraseology, ineffective slang, and jokes which are rather 
too old. Conventional presentation of these readings calls for distortions of 
voice and much bodily action. © 

During the last five years the majority of the dramatic readings on 
Festival programs have been concerned with pathological aspects of life. 
People who turn out material for high schoo! contests apparently feel that 
it is good business to follow the morbid trend observed in plays, movies, and 
radio programs. So we have as popular settings prison cells, hospitals for 
the mentally ill, and bedrooms of psychotic women. To see high school stu- 
dents portray condemned murderers, the criminal insane, and frustrated 
women who are going mad is not a pleasant experience. 

I have taught in high school and I know some of the problems teachers 
have in choosing contest material. Communities take a sincere interest in 
school contests. School administrators and the entire school faculty are 
eager to have students make a good showing and receive ratings which look 

impressive in the local newspaper. If a certain reading is netting students 
high ratings here and about, it is calculated to be a safe investment. And 
90 choices are made. 

I might overlook even the quality of the material used if I were con- 
vinced that a high school student gained anything from memorizing a reading 
and “reciting” it. As I see it, the memorized reading is out of line with our 
whole philosophy of speech training. For years now we have been trying 
to help boys and girls appreciate the value of clear, forthright, unaffected 
speech. Away from the theater, whose traditions we all respect, all speech 
forms, including reading, have become increasingly direct. The memorized 
reading is not drama, nor impersonation, nor interpretation. It is a hybrid L 
relic from the pre-movie, pre-radio period. “Readers” were then populat, ¢ 
and every lecture course series and Chautauqua program included one oF 


* Deportment of Speech and Drama, Kansas University 


Ts Speech and Drama Festival in Kansas includes two reading events, 
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Aa more. That day is past. 
~ Ore If asked what I propose to substitute for the memorized reading, I should 


eS 


reply without hesitation: Reading from the printed page! 

Whether it is in the living room at home or in a large auditorium, 
reading aloud can be a delightful, satisfying experience for the reader and 
his listeners. In either case it is the story which is the focus of attention. 
The reader is merely the inconspicuous but skilled magician who makes it 
“happen” for his companions. It is communication, not a performance. 

Ferreting out the meaning of a well-written story and developing the 
ability to read that story so it will live for someone else is a growing experi- 
ence for any boy or girl. Few experiences exhibit so strikingly what 
we mean by the term, “communicative speaking.” And for simple, straight- 
forward oral reading, our supply of good material is inexhaustible. 

Changes often cannot be quickly made. It is quite possible that we 
are not ready yet to give up the memorized reading. I do believe that we 
should give the matter some thought. 


The Preparation and Training of 


Teachers of Speech 
LEONARD JENSEN* 


he training of the speech teacher is of paramount significance. It may 

mean the success or failure of the whole speech curriculum. In many 

of the secondary schools of Kansas, we still find inadequately prepared 
teachers dabbling in the teaching of speech. Many teachers in these high 
schools are trying to present a program in speech for which they are in- 
sufficiently prepared. Too many high schools are attempting a speech pro- 
gram with teachers who have had very little (perhaps a Fundamentals Course 
required by the college he attended) or no training in the field, except having 
been on the high school debate team or in plays. Others have teachers who 
only have had specialized training in one type of speech activity, such as 
dramatics, debate, or radio. This naturally results in an unbalanced pro- 
gram which may be as ineffective in many respects as none at all. Further- 
more, the teaching load is usually made up of a combination of subjects, 
such as English, Social Studies, and in some cases, Business. This usually 
means that the teacher has majored in one of these fields and that Speech 
is merely “tacked on.” Thus one or the other of these subjects is the 
teacher’s major interest and the other suffers. 

It is my belief that the speech teacher should be well rounded in the » 
entire field of speech, vital ‘to the curriculum of that particular school. 
The teacher should have had training in the Fundamentals of Speech, in 
the Pathology of Speech, the Fundamental Principles of Speech Correction 
and Clinical procedure, Methods and Practice in Teaching, and some Special- 
ized work in debate, dramatics, or radio. 

The University and colleges of Kansas have made some progress in 
developing teacher-training programs designed to meet more adequately 
the needs of Speech teachers. Such programs are of little benefit, however, 
if the principal does not consider carefully the teaching load nor recognize 
the fact “that work in the Speech field requires the same degree of pro- 
ficiency and training as music or other specialized subjects.”: 


* Instructor in Speech, Wyandotte High School, Kansas City, Kansas 
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Speech News in Kansus 


NOTICE: 
SOCIATION OF AMERICA CONVENTION at the Stevens Hotel, Chicago, 
on December 27-29. A number of Kansans will appear on the various 
programs. 

John Keltner, President of the Central States Speech Association, writes 
of his personal enthusiasm for our plan to hold the K.S.T.A. Spring Meeting 
in conjunction with the C.S.S.A. Conference at Tulsa. Special recognition 
is to be given to K.S.T.A. and some of our officers will be asked to help 
organize the Conference program. Kansans are organizing groups to help 
cut down travel expenses. If you plan to go and do not have a carload, 
why net write to your Journal editor? 

LDr. Pflaum, chairman of our committee to encourage the adoption of a 
requirement of one unit of Speech for high school graduation in Kansas, 
reports that some progress has been made and that he hopes to make a more 
detailed report in an early issue of the Journal. : 

Charles Masten, Director of Forensics at Kansas State College at Em- 
poria, is slowly recovering from an attack of encephalitis; he has been 
missed greatly at our forensic tournaments this fall. Robert Howard is acting 
as Director of Forensics in Mr. Masten’s absence. 

John Kelso, formerly at Emporia High, replaced Tom Kelly at Hutchin- 
son High; Kelly is now teaching Speech at the Hutchinson Junior College. 
Elaine Ashmore, from Caldwell, is now teaching Drama at Hutchinson High. 

Marcus Penny, from Phillipsburg, is teaching Dramatics at Russell High. 

A few of the dramatic productions 
which have been presented recently 
in Kansas high schools and colleges 
are as follows: “Madwoman of Chail- 
lot” at Kansas State College; Wilder’s 
“The Skin of Our Teeth” at Fort 


“You and 


Your Speeches” 


By E. C. BUEHLER 
Professor of Speech and Drama, ’ 


University of Kansas 
A Text dealing with the basic 
Problems of Speech Making. 


A Stimulating Guide—special- 
ly suited for classes where main 
emphasis is upon practice in 
making short informal talks. 


Revised 1950 Edition 


266 Pages Price $3.00 


20% Discount to High Schools and 
Colleges. 


The Allen Press 
LAWRENCE, KANSAS 


Hays State College; Patrick’s “The 
Willow and I” at Bethel College; a 
pageant with a cast of over 120 (lo- 
cally written) “The Spirit of the Prai- 
rie” at Liberal High; “Death Takes 
a Holiday” at Hutchinson Junior Col- 
lege; “Great Big Doorstep” at Hut- 
chinson High. 

Earl Hoover, of Kansas State Col- 
lege, plans to take his next dramatic 
production on tour through Western 
Kansas sometime in February of 
March. 

WaKeeney High has a_ regular 
weekly radio show over KAYS. Fran- 
cis Short, of Russell High, reports that 
a survey is being made to determine 
the number of FM radio sets in Rus- 
sell with the purpose of obtaining a” 
FM radio station for the High School. 


- 
It is not too late to make plans to attend the SPEECH As. “™ *"* 
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THE INSTITUTE OF LOGOPEDICS 
THROUGH THE UNIVERSITY OF WICHITA 


Offers 


1. Preparation for speech correction in the public schools. 


2. Full professional training in the areas of speech and hearing. 
3. Unequalled research and clinical opportunities. 
4. Fellowships to qualified students. 


Write The Institute of Logopedics 
2400 Jardine Drive 
Wichita, Kansas 
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oral interpretation 
1e by Charlotte |. Lee, Northwestern University 

a “emphasizes e both the analysis of meaning and the technique 
4 of presentation 

i- e the interpretation of drama, prose and poetry 
— NEW, 1951 — 


speech therap 
with children 


” by Ollie Backus and Jane Beasley 

ar introduces © a new Clinical method in speech therapy, based 
a on sound psychological principles 

at e specific lesson plans derived from eight years of 
ne clinical experience 

“4 HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY 


ol. 2500 Prairie Avenue Chicago 16, Illinois 
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DEPARTMENT OF SPEECH AND DRAMA 
UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS : 


waste in the Speech Clinic: 


e Graduate and undergraduate majors in 
Speech Correction 


e New, well-equipped speech clinic 


e Excellent opportunities for placement in 
full time Speech Correction positions 


The department offers forty undergraduate and graduate 
courses in Public Speaking, Radio, Speech Correction, 
Theater and General Speech Education 


cee 


